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Message from the President and Executive Director

It turns out you can get a lot done in 25 years

Giventhe right people and a shared vision, you can take an
idea and develop it into a living community that protects
and cares for more than 13,000 acres in the Lake
Couchiching region.

In November, we marked our 25th anniversary. The
common sentiment expressed by those who were there at
the beginning is a senseof wonder at what we've become.

Virtually all the unique habitats in our region are
represented to some extent in our holdings. Through your
dedication to an idea, alvars shield barrens, wetlands,
grasslands, upland forests and river complexes have all
been granted the right to exist indefinitely .

That'simpact.

But we don't stop at our property lines. Speciesare on the
move. We facilitate that movement by being strategic, by
mobilizing citizen scientists to help us understand
changing patterns, by feeding information to provincial
and national networks studying ways to sustain the
teeming life still remaining at a time when our
overconsumption of the E a r trésdusces is starting to
adverselyaffect the future of the planet.
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Doug Christie
President

Board of Directors Staff
Margaret Pomeroy, Past President
Jack Booth, Treasurer

Lisa Neville,Secretary
Directors:Robert Sullivan,
PamelaFulford, Wendy Lowry,
Jamie Ross, DavidA. Homer

Those 25 years have not been without challenges. Coming
off our most productive year ever, we slammed into the
prospect of a gun range planned for the heart of the
CardenAlvar.

But we are here to respond.

Twenty-five years is a flicker in geologic time, but it's
possible we are living in the most pivotal erain the planet's
history. In our own small way we're at the front, on the
right side.

Is there another place you'd rather be?

Mark Bisset
Executive Director

David Hawke, Stewardship Program Manager

Dorthea Hangaard, Citizen Science Project Manager

Tanya Clark,Development Coordinator

Courtney Baker, Administrative Assistant

Joelle Burnie,Engagement Organizer

Contractors:Ron Reid, Ginny Moore, Kathy Connor, Meagan Coughlin

Picturedon opposite page participantsof a Passportto Nature event at AlexanderHope Smith learn about the plant life from Dale
Leadbeater,and a widow skimmer dragonfly at the KrisStarr Sanctuary



Building Corridors of

Connected Wilderness

The Couchiching Conservancy acknowledges that the land on which it operates is the traditional territory of
Haudenosaunee,Anishnaabeg, Wendat and Metis Peoples Thisterritory is covered by the Upper CanadaTreaties

Our land base encompassesseveral habitats collectively called 0 e & e g i .dhere a@re three main divisions and many
subdivisions of large categories. The greater the mix and number of these different vegetative communities, the
greater the richness of biodiversity, and ecological value. Woodlands are forests of hardwoods, conifers or a mix of
both; rocklands are the granite Canadian Shield and limestone alvars, wetlands include swamps, marshes, bogs and
fens. Eachof these may be further divided to quite specific habitat niches, eventually becoming a rare and essential
home for speciesat risk, and for all speciesthat interact within that eco-region.
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We work with these organizations to protect
lands in the region:
@ Ontario Heritage Trust
@ Ontario Parks
@ Nature Conservancy of Canada
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